Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Foundation for Science and Disability (FSD)
Boston, MA: February 16, 2002

1.  Call to Order/Introductions
	Richard Mankin led the introductions and distributed copies of the agenda, Treasurer’s Report and Grants Committee Report.  Present were: Virginia Stern, Board Member;  Laureen Summers; Carol and Robert Menchel, Ed Misquez, Ted Conway, and Richard Mankin, President.  Alan Sampson, Betty Davidson, Ed Keller, and Erica Penn were unable to attend and sent their regrets.
	 
2.  Minutes - February 16, 2001  Meeting (San Francisco, CA)
	The review of the minutes of the 2001 Annual Meeting in  San Francisco, CA touched on many of the subsequent agenda items.  Virginia Stern, Robert Menchel, and Richard Mankin discussed the low attendance at the meeting in the last 3 years and further actions FSD should take to develop alternative methods for communication and interaction among members.  Clearly the costs and time demands of the meeting have risen to a point where we can no longer expect to have 200-300 Foundation members present as in years past.  Many of the former members have retired, and new members have not joined to replace them.  Although FSD has developed a web site, an email list, and a student grant awards program, we have not retained old members and significantly increased the number of new members.  The current benefits of membership are not  sufficient to maintain our previous membership base.  Nevertheless, the members present at the meeting agreed that scientists with disabilities can benefit by networking with each other–sharing experiences and advice that help each other grow professionally and personally and facilitate the science education outreach activities in which many of the current members are involved.  Many scientists with disabilities work in isolation from other disabled persons, and FSD should provide easily accessible opportunities for them to interact, especially in this era of increased communication afforded by the Internet.  Several of these points also were addressed later in the meeting.  The minutes were accepted as written in the 2001 newsletter.  

3.  Treasurer’s Report
	Ed Keller, Treasurer, was unable to attend the meeting, but he sent this report for the year beginning January 1, 2001 and ending December 31, 2001:

Assets
2001
2000

Cash on Hand
 4504.14
1995.14

Money Market Account
 6668.63
6472.48

Total Assets
11172.77
8467.62



Income
2001
2000

Dues
 1019.00
1415.00*

Contributions
 3875.00**
 215.00*

Interest
   145.18
 191.06

Total Income
 5,039.18
1,821.06





Expenses



Newsletters
 316.00
    82.50

Student Award
2,000.00
1,000.00

Total Expenses
2,316.00
1,082.50


Net Income

2,723.18

 738.56



*Estimate
**3750 of this amount is from a judgement under ADA.  See article in newsletter.


4.  Science Student Grant Committee Report
	The committee submitted the following report:

DATE:  	February 16, 2002

SUBJECT:	Report on Grants Committee Activities, February 2001 - 2002

TO:		Foundation for Science and Disability Members

FROM:	Richard  Mankin
		Grants Committee Chair
		Erica Penn
		Cliff Rowley
		Betty Weaver

	We had many requests for information in 2001, about 50% by email.  We received 16 completed applications.  For reasons of privacy, we list only the two persons recommended for a $1000 grant: 
NAME
SCHOOL
MAJOR
DISABILITY
Linda Bolle
Antioch
Clinical Psychology
Legally Blind
My Lien Nguyen
University of Hawaii (Manoa)
Botany
Quadriplegia

Submitted February 12, 2002
Richard Mankin, Chair

The recommendations of the student awards committee were approved unanimously.  After considerable discussion the members approved motions to restrict awards to persons attending institutions in the United States and to restrict awards to U. S. citizens.  The latter vote was not unanimous.  Also approved was a motion to keep the names of finalists private in the published minutes except for grant awardees.

5.  Other Old Business
The members unanimously approved an extension of the term of the current President until the next annual meeting, to be held on Friday, December 14, 2003, in Denver, CO after the annual AAAS Luncheon for students with disabilities.

6.  New Business
Dr. Gary Albrecht, Department of Disability Studies, University of Illinois at Chicago, recently elected as an AAAS Fellow, expressed interest in working with the Foundation on common goals.  We will be contacting him with further information about the Foundation and discussing opportunities for interaction.

Several ideas were discussed about the future goals and activities of the Foundation for Science and Disability.  An urgent need originally addressed by FSD was to increase the accessibility of scientific meetings to persons with disabilities.  This need has largely been met, and the problems and goals of the individual members are now more diverse and less urgent.  FSD needs to address a new, compelling need or expand activities that attract new members, particularly young scientists.

Ideas for future activities focused on two different themes.  The first was professional development.  The AAAS is an excellent, high-profile scientific forum and members can take advantage of opportunities to organize symposia.  For example, Ted Conway is organizing a symposium on assistive devices for the 2003 meeting.  Similar symposia had been organized previously, but not in the recent past.  Persons interested in participating in such a symposium should contact Ted at the University of Central Florida, tconway@mail.ucf.edu.  Apart from the AAAS conferences, FSD can facilitate professional linkages among scientists with disabilities through the enablement of personal contacts, e-mails, and web pages.  FSD has considerable unmet potential to enhance such linkages.  However, not everyone has access to e-mail and the Internet, and there was interest in updating the original FSD brochure and in creating a new brochure for students, highlighting past students who received grants in previous years.  There also was discussion about ways to contact potential new members and new students.

A second focus developed out of a discussion of other activities in which members participate outside of FSD.  The Foundation can develop stronger linkages with science education outreach organizations like Science Education for Students with Disabilities, regional and state Science and Engineering fairs, and local high schools.   In general, these activities will require strong, local efforts by individual scientists, and the role of FSD would be to serve as a forum and resource for interaction and communication among these scientists. 
Submitted by, 
Richard Mankin
February 28, 2002

