
Liaison Committee   

LMWCRU scientists met with our Liai-
son Committee in Pullman on February 
1, 2011. The committee was formed in 
late 2010 to aid the unit in disseminating 
information to stakeholders and custom-
ers as well as providing input and direc-
tion to the unit research program. The 
committee consists of growers and repre-
sentatives from industry, state and federal 
agencies, commodity organizations, and 
Washington State University. Adminis-
trators from the USDA-ARS National 
Program Staff and Pacific West Area Of-
fice also attended our meeting. The meet-
ing culminated in discussing issues im-
portant to the current and future state of 
crop production in the Pacific Northwest. 
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Greetings! 
 
In accordance with USDA research priorities, the 
Land Management and Water Conservation Re-
search Unit (LMWCRU) is striving to mitigate the 
effects of agricultural practices on climate change. 
In this issue of the LMWCRU update, we highlight 
activities of the unit during the past six months as 
well as spotlight research on climate change by one 
of our unit scientists. This research is not only 
important to mitigating the impact of agriculture 
on climate change, but also in conserving soil 
carbon and nitrogen that are integral to the produc-
tivity and quality of the soil resource. We hope you 
enjoy this issue of the LMWCRU update. 

Spotlight on Research 
 
Jeff Smith, soil biochemist, is concerned about the fate 
of organic and inorganic carbon and nitrogen in soils. 

Carbon and 
nitrogen are 
readily 
found in 
nature, but 
the various 
forms of 
these ele-
ments can 
affect plant 
uptake, soil 
health, and 

climate change. Jeff is examining transformations of 
nitrogen in soils, carbon and nitrogen transport from 
agricultural land to surface waters, and emission of 
trace gases (CO2 and N2O) from soils into the atmos-
phere. His work on trace gases is part of a network of 
25 other USDA-ARS locations which are quantifying 
the emission of N2O from soils. His work on nitrogen 
fertilizers indicates that the emission of N2O is low for 
soils in the Palouse region 
of eastern Washington 
regardless of the type of 
nitrogen fertilizer applied 
to the soil. In fact, Jeff’s 
research suggests that the 
loss of nitrogen fertilizer 
via the emission of N20 to 
the atmosphere is less than the standard (1% of that 
applied) found in most other regions of the United 
States. His research on trace gases continues for differ-
ent soils and precipitation zones in the Inland Pacific 
Northwest.   



Welcome  
 Alexandra Davis who is assisting Jeff Smith as a Biological Science Aid. 
 
Visiting Scientists  
 Ann Kennedy hosted Sieglinde Snappe from the W.K. Kellogg Biological Station in Michigan in September 2010 

to discuss agroecosystem dynamics. 
 
Awards/Recognition  
 Frank Young’s publication on Integrated Weed Management in Weed Technology was a featured article for a press 

release. 
 Frank Young was interviewed by USDA-ARS Radio regarding his contributions to canola research and partnership 

in north-central Washington. 
 Frank Young’s research on canola was highlighted in the October 2010 issue of the ARS magazine (available at 

http://www.ars.usda.gov/is/AR/archive/oct10). 
 Derek Appel received commendation for 10 years of service to the Federal Government. 
 
Outreach  
 Ann Kennedy demonstrated the importance of soil to second graders at the September 2010 Field Days hosted by 

the Range and Meadow Forage Management Research Unit, Burns, OR. 
 
Graduate Students  
 Jeff Smith served on the graduate committee for Josh Kendall whose Master of Science thesis was “Soil carbon dy-

namics during the transition to cellulosic ethanol feedstock production”. 
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Upcoming Activities 
 
February 2011  
 Jeremy Hansen will meet with researchers at the Utah State Biofuels Laboratory, Logan, UT; 
 David Huggins will attend the Feedstock Partnership meeting in Knoxville, TN; 
 Ann Kennedy will provide instruction on soil science and biocontrol at the BLM Pesticide Certification Pro-

gram in Boise, ID;  
 Brenton Sharratt will attend a regional coordinator’s meeting for the USDA Biomass Research Centers in 

Beltsville, MD;  
 Frank Young will give a talk on canola at the Direct Seed meeting, Lewiston, ID. 
 
March 2011  
 David Huggins will attend the Western Nutrient Management Conference in Reno, NV; 
 Ann Kennedy will provide instruction on soils and biocontrol at the BLM Pesticide Certification Program in 

Denver, present “Expanding Your Horizons” to Pasco Junior High School students, and present a seminar at the 
Intermountain Native Plant Summit at Boise State University;  

 Brenton Sharratt will attend a customer workshop for the USDA Biomass Research Centers in Denver and the 
Sustainable Aviation Fuels Northwest workshop in Seattle, WA;  

 Frank Young will make a presentation at the Western Society of Weed Science meeting in Spokane, WA. 
 
April 2011  
 Ann Kennedy will present a seminar at the Columbia Basin Landscape Workshop in Kennewick, WA. 
 
May 2011  
 Ann Kennedy will provide a soils demonstration to fifth graders at Lind Fifth Grade Field Day; 
 Jeff Smith will make a presentation to the Soil Ecology Society in British Columbia, Canada. 
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Grants 
 
 David Huggins and Jeff Smith, in association with scientists from Washing-

ton State University and Cascadia Carbon Institute, received a USDA grant to 
examine carbon sequestration, nutrient bioavailability, and environmental ser-
vices from organic agriculture. 

 
 Jeff Smith, in association with scientists from the USDA-ARS, Washington 

State University and GreenWood Resources, received a USDA grant to exam-
ine carbon sequestration and greenhouse gas emission from sustainable inter-
cropping of switchgrass and hybrid poplar for bioenergy production. 

 
 David Huggins and Jeff Smith, in association with scientists from Washing-

ton State University and the University of Idaho, received a grant from USDA 
to investigate site-specific climate-friendly farming. 

Contact us at:  

Land Management and Water Conservation Research Unit 

P. O. Box 646421, Pullman, WA  99164-6421 

Phone: 509-335-1552; Fax: 509-335-3842; E-mail: Carla.DesVoigne@ars.usda.gov 
We’re on the web!  http://ars.usda.gov/pwa/pullman/lmwcru 


